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SOVIET GETS TREATY 
SOLD HERE AS SCRAP 


ITHACA, N. Y., Jan, 22 (P)— 
An old Indian treaty that New 
York State mistakenly sold for 
waste paper was reported today 
on its way to the Soviet State 
Museum in Moscow. 

Dr. E. A. Bates, Cornell Uni- 
versity Indian authority, said he 
had received word from London 
that the treaty had shown up 
there and had been sold at a book 
auction to a company that fre- 
quently acted as an agent for the 
Russian museum and individual 
Russian historians. 

He said it was generally un- 
derstood in London book auction 
circles that the treaty was being 
taken to Moscow to be put on 
display in the Soviet museum, 

The document, he explained. 
gives the white man title to land 
adjacent to the Tonawanda Indi- 
an Reservation, about twenty-five 
miles east of Buffalo, The treaty 
bore ‘‘X” marks standing for the 
signatures of eight Seneca chiefs, 
Dr. Bates advised. 

The treaty was among many 
valuable documents that had been 
inadvertently thrown away Sev- 
eral months ago when the state 
disposed of eighty-eight bales of 
‘waste paper” in a general house- 
cleaning. The papers were sent 
to a Canadian pulp mill for proc- 
essing, but some were salvaged 
by various individuals and by 
New York State archivists when 
it Was learned valuable historical 
documents were involved. 

The Cornell Indian expert ex- 
pressed the opinion that .the 
treaty might be used in Moscow 
as “documentary proof” of how 
capitalism worked to dupe the 
Indians, 
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